Second Unicef Report (Revised) January 2006

INTRODUCTION

The executive report highlights implementation of activities. Monthly reporting is actually put to use and is most encouraging that the major reporting role is being undertaken by the project officer and thus demonstrates improved capacities and capabilities of the officers.

Activity implemented during this quarter is Child Development. The counselors and the project officers work closely together to identify legible children to take part in the workshops. Targeted group were children heading families. Proposal submitted was actually covering 3 major activities training of 60 community counselors, child development and the development of memory books  that the Partner and the Organization signed  an agreement that they  funded in 2005, of  which the Partner cut of the funding  and disbursed only 19. 35 % of the total money requested. Thus has put the Organization into constrains.

The Organization decided to implement only one activity with the slim budget of Child development. The Organization manage to train 80 children instead of 100.  

This report is a continuation of the report submitted dated November 2005. Target was 100 children and 2 training workshops were conducted. The first training was conducted in November with a total number of 40 participants detailed report was submitted.

This report will cover in detailed the second training conducted in January 2006 and the total number of participants was 40.

Children were drawn from the 20 communities namely Mafutseni, Nyakeni, Nsangwini, Mpolonjeni, Bhahwini, Sibovu, Ngwempisi, Nkhungu, Mvembili, Dvokolwako, Mpolonjeni, Mbangisweni, Kasiko, Qomintaba,Madulini, Malangeni, Mgomfelweni, Mambatfweni, Ekuthuleni, Buseleni, Mbhoke. Mostly they were girls between the ages of 10 yrs to 16 yrs and they were the Indlunkhulu Children.

Objectives:

· To enhance the ability of young children to respond to HIV/AIDs
· To empower Orphans and Vulnerable Children in early development and growth

· To equip the children with livelihood projects

· To enable the children to understand the challenges they are exposed to and to face the stigma and discrimination at community level

Venue; The workshop was held at Sebenta National Institute

Participant’s expectations:

Participants were given papers on which to write their expectations of the workshop. A summary of the expectation was written and displayed on the board for participants to analyze and identify the expectations that can be achieved during the training session.

These were their expectations

· How did HIV/AIDS started

· Is there a cure for it

· Does the traditional healer cure HIV/AIDS

· Does mosquito transmit HIV/AIDS

· Some wanted to know about the ART treatment how much it costs
· How to report an abuse at home and police force.

· How can you overcome stigma if your parents died of HIV/AIDS at school.  

Topics covered were of course similar to the first training, 

1. Introduction of a memory book.

2. Importance of a memory book.

3. Benefits of having a memory book.

4. Development of a memory book.

5. Basic of on HIV/AIDS.

6. Physical development.

7. Teenage pregnancy and consequences.

8. Language development.

9. Livelihood skills.

10. Children’s rights and child abuse.

11. Deferent types of child abuse.

12. Linkages of sexual abuse and HIV.

13. Practices that protects a child from any form of abuse.

The purpose, content, process, output and programme of the workshop.

The lead facilitator explained the purpose of the workshop, the content, output and the process to be followed in running the workshop as indicated in the workshop programme. The facilitator explained that participants would be expected to work in groups and make presentations, she urged participants to try and share information and skills as much as they may learn from each other.

HIV/AIDS Overview of the Workshop.

Before the lesson, participants were divided into groups to give a definition of the word HIV and AIDS and  what they understood about HIV/AIDS. This was well articulated by most of the groups and except few things that needed some clarities. The answers demonstrated that there is knowledge on HIV/AIDS. On HIV/AIDS transmission on few only two groups out five knew the ways of  transmitting it. The rest had some mix up of answers.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WORKSHOP.

Memory book.

The facilitator gave the children a definition of a memory book and explained the importance of having a memory book. Children get a clear picture of their background and their parent’s background after the parent’s expiry. Items that should be kept in a memory box with the memory book are your photo, clothes that you liked most. The most important item is the memory book because it is the one that carries the gist of the background in the memory book you write the location of your homestead, number of houses found in your home, number of trees, nearest school, river, road and also the name of your umphakatsi, indvuna and t he chief. Also it should include properties you have. The memory book is used by your children after your death. It s important to include your parents generation, history. The memory Book is the fall back for all children that are OVC when they have grown up . it helps them to  claim their land and properties that were taken while they were young.

It is important that every child has a memory book those that have guardians should request them to assist in developing them even grand  parent can of the help. 

It helps mostly the children when the mother or father died when they were still very young and guardians gives them the memory box when they want to relocate back to their home areas. 

Basic facts on HIV/AIDS.

  The children were divided into five groups given a exercise  to define HIV/AIDS. After the group presentation the Had to elaborate on some issues that were confusion to the children.

The facilitator explained the difference between HIV/AIDS what every initial means. She discussed the modes of transmission, unsafe sex, blood exchange and unfaithfulness. She also talked about prevention measures that protect one from being infected with HIV condom usage (safe sex), faithfulness and abstinence. She elaborated on the advantages of abstinence hence she was talking to young people and the pride of keeping your virginity till marriage. Opportunistic infections were discussed and also signs and symptoms of an AIDS patient. She also talked about management of some of the opportunistic infections at home (home remedies). PMTCT was also touched but not at length.

Children listen attentively to the Project Officer- in her welcoming remarks
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Physical development

The were also taught about human changes that happens as they grow for both male and female. With males they mentioned hair on private parts, shoulders growing big, penis beginning to erect, wet dreams, bad smell from armpits etc, for females they looked at menstruation, breast becoming big, hair on private parts, hips being visible, etc. Then photos of naked people were shown. The emphasis was that it is very important in this stage to be clean. Make sure that when bathing you do it thorough so that you don’t smell. Those that have started menstruation should use clean clothes and they must wash them. Sanitary pads should be put into a pit latrine . It is important to take care of yourself so that no body sees that you are on the moon.  

 Using sanitary pads its important but because they can not afford its better to find clean clothes and use them.

Teenage pregnancy and consequences.

The participants were warned on teenage pregnancy.  She said most girls after menstruation they think that they have grown and starts indulging in sexual intercourse which puts them in a risk of getting pregnant and being infected with STI’s. She said it is very important to disassociate yourself with bad habits that will damage your future.

Its always a pride and pleasure to first indulge in sexual activities with your wife or husband because it brings about trust and add love to your relationship or marriage. As soon as a girl child gets pregnant she loses value and dignity and she is forced to drop out of school. Also most of the fathers disappears or denies being the father of the child.

Another consequence is the beginning of poverty hence the child needs to be supported from the stomach and it becomes very expensive after birth. She pleaded with everyone to make a promise that education first sex later.

Peer pressure

Peer pressure can damage or spoil a life of a child. As a child you should be strong and have a back born so that you could not be easily shaken by circumstances. Choosing the right and good friend is the best solution for peer pressure. You must make sure that you do not involve yourself with children who smokes, takes drugs, drink alcoholic drinks etc because these things can lead you to prison or make you drop out of school. Community members do not like children who misbehave. Everyone should concentrate in school work.

Livelihood skills

The children were urged to make use of their hands to earn a living. They were taught on many ways they can make money without even spending much on capital. They can make use of nature given things like grass where you can make brooms, chicken nets (tilulu), grass mats, (emacansi) etc. Also they can use  clay (lubumba) in making artificial animals etc, trees they can make cooking sticks, sell firewood etc.

She said the best way is to look around your community and see what you can do and that can be marketed. A livelihood skill helps in alleviating poverty.

Children’s Rights and child abuse.

She talked about the children’s rights and emphasis were on the basic ones, right to education, shelter, clothing, food. With child abuse emphasis were on sexual abuse because it very risky for a child to be sexually abused hence it puts her in danger of contracting HIV and STI’s, unwanted baby and cervical cancer. She said cases like these ones should be reported very early before damage is done. They were taught of does and don’t when sexually abused and bad touches that can put one in suspense of approaches of abuse.

A child can be protected in any form of abused by avoiding being outside the dark at night, using bushy paths when ever send somewhere, socializing with bad people mostly drinkers drug abusers. After the lesson of Child Abuse two children were found to be abused by their relatives at the ages of 11to 13 years because of their ignorant. One had contacted SIT. She was sent to a doctor medical check up. The cases were reported to the police.

Pictures of the training
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LESSON LEARNED FROM THE WORKSHOP.

1.  Children need to be empowered to reframe themselves especial on the issues of HIV/AIDS 

2. There is a gap between the rural children and urban on the knowledge of HIV/AIDS.

3. Children were keen to start requesting their relatives and guardian to draw up the memory book after realizing its importance.

4. The Organization should look for a Partner who can donates sanitary pads because almost all the girls that were in the workshop said they were using toilet paper, that put them on risks of getting infections.

5. There were two  children abused by their relative but they were not sure whether they being abuse or it was a normal thing, but after the lessons they realized  that it was an abused. The Organization has   taken them to court. More workshops should be conducted for the children so that they can learn about the abusers. 

Challenges

1. This quarter was not good for the organisation. This was stated earlier that the proposal submitted but the Organization  received funding that were of a small percent that could not cover what was planned for. As a result the Organization had to cancel  most of the activity. This was discouraging because before conducting a training, bookings are made in preparation of the workshop. This is ruining the organization’s reputation in a sense that when the funds become unavailable  as per the agreement this results in cancellation of the appointments thus makes it hard for the organization to find venue for the workshop again. 

2. Shelter, food, clothing, and school fees has been an unresolved issue for the children.

3. Child Abuse is escalating in the rural communities, this issue should be taken into consideration as a first priorities.

4. Shrinking of funding from the Partner has put the Organization at stake.   

Recommendations.

· Agreement signed between the Implementer and the Partner must stipulate the terms that will be anchored when  funds are no more available. ( when will the Implementing Agent  no more be eligible from benefiting than to put the agent at halt without knowing what is happening). 
· Campaigns on child abuse must be done in all the communities especial in rural areas for the creation of awareness and protection of children.

Conclusion

Reflecting on the past months, the rural communities consistently showed their continuous support to the program, this is proved by the new establishment NCP at Mpolonjeni. There is also, much appreciation on the level of output/outcomes the program/activity has achieved and how it impacted most. Although the organization only managed to implement one proposed activity considering that 3 activities were proposed. The recent change experienced in this quarter on the strategies that were implied in the proposal approval has caused great threats in the Organization. Hopefully, this year all strategies that are proposed will be implied in time so that all implementing partners will be on board and comply with the new development.
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